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Department of English and Kannada of Sambhram Academy of Management Studies conducted  One-

Day Guest Lecture- cum- Seminar on the topic “Social Elements in Indian Plays” and “Rannana 

Bheema Mattu Draupadiya Chitrana” on February 17, 2018; the program was a collaborative effort 

of both English and Kannada Departments. Dr V. C. Prakash, Assistant Professor, Department of English, 

was the Master of Ceremony. The key note address was given by Dr. K. C. Mishra, Principal. He 

welcomed both the Guests: Dr.Nataraja P, Assistant Professor, Department of Kannada at Indian 

Academy Degree College, Bengaluru; and Mr. Prabhas Pandith, Assistant Professor, Department of 

English at Sri Honnadevi Govt First Grade College in Dandinashivara of Tumkur District. He gave a brief 

introduction on the topic of discussion for the Seminar. Dr. K.C. Mishra spoke intensely upon the 

importance of literary studies in today’s society and how it shapes an individual’s moral and intellectual 

realms. 

After the key note address, Kannada and English speaking students got segregated based on their 

grasp of the language. Resource Person, Mr. Prabhas Pandith was for English-speaking students. 

For Kannada speaking students Resource Person was Dr. P. Nataraja; he spoke on the Creative 

Literary Works of Ranna and characterization of Bheema and Draupadi in the epic Mahabaratha. 

He explained the conversation between Bheema and Druapadi in the entire story of 

Mahabaratha; also spoke about the importance of people’s position, jealous and anger through 

these characters. There was Q-A Sessions at the end. 

Mr. Prabhas Pandith initiated the lecture by giving the difference between Drama, Play and 

Theatre. He spoke about how colonization led to renaissance of Indian drama. He observed that 

the new style of Indian Drama is a fusion of classical drama, English drama and folk drama. The 

central argument of his talk was ‘even though Indian Drama is influenced by Western drama, 

Indian dramatists show how Indian life lived in its tradition’. Taking the example of Girish 

Karnad’s famous play Tughlaq, he showed how Indian philosophy and western philosophy 

perceived the concept of ‘Individual Heroism’. He pointed out Girish Karnad was criticizing 

Nehru through the metaphor of Tughlaq for his ideological commitment and lack of practical 

knowledge. Giving the example of Mahabharata and Ramayana, he spoke about how important 

collective consciousness is to Indian society and remarked “tradition of society matter more that 



individual heroism. Tughlaq and Nehru failed because of not acknowledging this factor”.         

Mr. Pandith opine Indian plays does speak about everything that matters to human life; even 

tabooed topics such as sexuality was matter of serious discussion in Indian plays and gave the 

example of Nagamadala to cement this argument. He also spoke about the five virtuous wives of 

Indian mythology and drew its connection with tradition and societal understanding.  

The session was opened for interaction with Mr. Prabhas Pandith after the guest lecture. Students 

asked many questions which encouraged the speaker to speak intensely on the topic. After the 

interacting session, both Kannada and English departments were called back to seminar hall for 

valedictory ceremony.  

Valedictory ceremony started with the students giving feedback on both English and Kannada 

lectures. Manoj from II B Com, Srinidhi from IV B Com, Sendi Emanual from IV BBA, and 

Suhail Gul from IV BBA thanked Principal and faculties for conducting the seminar that gave 

them an understanding of their tradition and Indian drama. Dr. K. C. Mishra thanked the Guests 

for sharing their observations on Indian drama and gifted them token of appreciation. He 

appreciated the faculties of the Department of Languages for their effort to conduct literary 

seminar which helped Under Graduate Commerce and Management students to taste some of the 

classics in literature. Dr. D. Muralidhara, Assistant Professor, Department of Kannada and     

Mrs. Sharmishta Paul, Assistant Professor, Department of English extended vote of thanks 

drawing an end to the one-day program. 

This kind of value added programs helped the UG students to learn the crux of societal issues 

beyond their text books and enriched their horizon of knowledge. 

 


